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declared that " the impetus which drove him first
of all into the Labour Movement, and the in-
spiration which had carried him on in it, were
derived more from the teachings of Jesus than
from all other sources combined." He went on to
explain that " those of us who have for many
years past practically deserted the religious
platform have not done so because our faith and
religion have grown less, but because, since the
Church thought fit to specialise on what it most
unfairly calls the spiritual side of Christianity, it
became necessary for some of us to concentrate
upon the human side by way at least of restoring
the balance." He was convinced, he said, that
" for every one Labour man who left his church
because of antagonism to its doctrines ten were
driven out by the church's unsympathetic atti-
tude."
It was not until he began to be active in the
interest of the miners that Hardie felt this lack of
sympathy : it showed itself quickly and unmis-
takably then. By this time, too, he had read
himself into a world far wider than that of the
Evangelical Unio$isers. He was well into his
teens before he could write, but he had read as
many books as he could lay hands on. From early
childhood he had listened to his mother's songs,
to the tales of a grandmother which mixed up
Scottish history with wizards and witches. These
prepared him for Tales of the Border, which was
the first book he could remember reading. Later
he read The Races of Mankind^ and, from an